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Theological

SERMON

The Parable of the Ten VirginsVirgis
Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened

unto ten virgins which tooktok their lamps and went
forth to meet the bridegroom Mat xvX 11This beautiful parable is taken from the
circumstances of a marriagemariage procession The
marriagemariage feast of seven days amongamon g the
Jews was usually kept at the house of the
bridesbride's father At the expiration of those
daysday the bridegroom conducted his bride to
his own house late in the evening with much

and great pomp and the proces-
sion

proces-
sion

proces-
sionsion waswausually met by virgins with lighted
lamps who set out early in the evening not
knowing at what hour the bridegroom would
come forth A rich supper was provided for
those of them who were prepared to join the
procession but those who were not prepared
were shut out From the foolish thoughtthoughtl-
essness of livefivefve virgins on one of thesethea ococ-oc-

casions
oc-ococ-

casions our LordfJord points out the necessity of
and a prudent foresight But

let us carefully examine the whole parable
in the order it stands that we may perceive
the design of our Divine Father and prepare
i14I meetpetI him with joy

1I. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto ten
virgins which took their lamps and went forth
to meet the bridegroom The kingdom of heaven
isjH thetho visible Church of Christ including
every classcass of professors whether wise or

fool h.h Virginity is an emblem of purity
andarid thethoth members of the Church are compared
to virgins because they profess to be pure
and holy How far this is true God
But it willwil be awful to be found in a statestate of
moral pollution when the bridegroom cometh

Therhe lamp is a symbol of our profession
and allal professors have their lamps This is
perfectly right for wewo should not be ashamed
to own our Heavenly Bridegroom Let us
never shrink from this profession either
through the sneers of infidels or the ridicule
of profane men

WeVe profess to wait for the bridegroom
when he shall cornecome in his glory to receive
his friends to the marriage feast The
Church hasbas been looking for his appearance
ever since he ascended into heaven and is
still waiting for that glorious event

II11 The character of the virgins and their
preparation to meet thetitetle bridegroom Their
character was mixed Five of them were
wisewit and five worewere foolish Thus the visible
Church is a mixed body some arearo sincere
anduld others are hypocritical some are active
andaid zealous and others indolent and lukelakeluke-

warmwarm sometome are wise and prudent and others
are foolfoolishinn and thoughtless

Therhe foolish virgins took their lamps but
they did not take a reserve of oiloil Many
profess the Christian religion who never ex-ex

a work of grace in their hearts
I

aridand their religion may do for thisthus world hutbut
iiiti willwil not do for that which is to comecomo A
littlelitle oil in the lamp willwilmakea momentary
blaze but that blaze willwil soon go out withwith-with-

out
with-

out
with-

outout au freshfredi supply of oiloil
ButHut the wise virgins took oiloi in their yesyes-

with their lamps andan bybyaa prudent forefore-fore-

sightf sightighti ht prepared for future events loreHero is
the greatgroat point of the parable and that which
essentially constitutes thetho wisdom of thetho
wise The burningburing lamp isiH a fine emblem ofof-

aa holy life and oiloi in thetho vessel isiMi an emblem
of that grace in the heart which feeds the
lucid flamefame

i

How foolish arearo they who rest iniitII au supersuper-
ficial

HU

religion I They neither enjoy thetho
pleasures of thetho world nor those which flowfow
from a deep with Divine thingss.s
Let us now seeseo a0deep workvork of gracegruce and
let us have our vessels tilledfilledfled with oil forfrf if
we put it offof tilltil thetho Bridegroom comesCOles we
can not enter into heaven

IllIl While the bridegroom tarried allal thetle virvir-vir-

gins

vir-

gins
vir-vir

gins slumbered and slept Therhe coiningcoming of JesusJ
who is thetho Bridegroom is clearlycearly foretold
He was expected by many in thetho early agesages-

TT
of the Church but after a lapse of eighteen
hundred years he hashaH notHot yet appeared

1Thus heho seems to tarry but hishi coming has
not been delayed a minute beyond the proper
time That time hashaH not been reached but
when it comes it willwil bebo soon enough forfor-

the
fOr-

thethetho wisewi and too soon forfur thothe foolish
By thetho slumber andaud bleepsleep of the virgins

many understand a state of careless security
andmd a want owatchfulness which they baysay
is18 but too common among thetho wisestwi anduld thothe
bestboet in the Church of God This may bebo true
to au certain extent buthut itii docsdOl not appear
to be intended by ourOUI Lord andald lorlw thisthiB

Obvious reason no blame isiB attached to them
fortor slumbering and sleeping

UIt1 t isi more1010 probable that the virgins slumslum-slum-

ber
slum-

berber andund sleepbleep in thetho gravegravo because they dodo-

not
do-

not
do-

DotnotDot awake at allal until the coming of thetho
is announced Many who propro-pro-

fessed
pro-

fessed
P

in their day to beLe looking out forfol the
Bridegroom now slumber andal sleep ini II the
dustduat and we also may fallfal asleep beforeLeore helie

ComesOmel but wewo shall allaJ awake undarid minearise atat-

the
at-

the
at-

thethe sound of thetho lastlatt trumpettrumpet- lanDun xii 1
IVI V.V At midnight there was a cryiTry mathmad lielie-He-

id
IC-IC

holdid thetIe Bridegroom go ye out to meetmee
himAim Thus thothe second coming otof our LordJold
Willwil boln proclaimed by the archangel and byby-

the
by-

the
by-

thethe trump of God and that pro Inma tI ion
Willwilill bohj hoardheard by allaU on carlican is andtd byI uitaitau unun-

der

I

JI der thetho earth LotLetl et us seriously reflectt howbow111
that cryeryry would affect UHus ifit woWe heard itit now

I

I anund let usisIH put this plain question to our I

hearts AreAn wewo prepared to moothOotreet thetho HideBrideBride-
groom

Hide-

I
groomI goomI ByRy midnight wewo understandmaymuy anHI unun-un-

expected
un-

expectedexpected hour It can mt behe literallylit
C becausebfatH-f itit isiH in oneII I part of

thetho globe itiiIt 41 midday inIn h i But
r.r When the cryCf isi madema e letlot thetho hourhouI boi what

itimay all mustm goo forth to meet thetho
groompor Hele willwil judge thothe world everyovery onooneole
willwil behe summoned to appearapperapP Hr beforeIfOrhd r him and

0 from hishi tribunal there cancal bohIl non appeal
0 V.VV hmJ thetIe cry isal made theUw virgins ariseanse I

and trim theirth r lamps When every professoror
pl willwl enter upon thetho work ofselfexamination

Midad try to make his lamp burn brightbright ThisThiH
houldshould boho done everyever day in thetho present

Iworld fhThen woWe shall constantly apply to
I

i God for a supply of oiloi but if we put it offof1 tilltil the Bridegroom comes we shall be leftleft-
in

left-
in

left-
inin a state of darkness and despair

I At the solemn midnight hour when the
I Bridegroom comes everyeveryoneone tries to make
his lamp burn buthut how can it burn without

I oiloi Aprofession without grace in thetho heart
can not shine at the last day Therhe bare
lamp gives no light AllAl is darkness about
iti and this willwil be fully known at the comcorncom-
ing

com-
ing

corn-
inging of the Bridegroom

VIv The foolish virgins apply to the wise forfo-
roioiloi but the wise have no oiloito spare The ground
of the application is this Our lamps are
gone outout Sad case They shone for a time
but now they are in darkness Perhaps they
had a little religion once but it has beenbeen-
enentirelyen lost

NowNow they say to the wise virgins Give
us of your oiloi impart some of your grace
to us for we have none of our own But
this is utterly impossible Saints may give
counsel to men offerofer up prayers for them
and set them a good example but they cancan-
not

can-
not

can-
notnot give grace

The wisewiRe willwilhave no oil to spare Itlit willwill-
be

wilwill-
bebe allal that they can do to keep their own
lamps bright when the Bridegroom comes
There are no works of supererogation no
stock of human merit to dispense to the
needy Lord save us by thy grace

VI I.II WhileJV the foolish virgins go to bring oiloithe Bridegroom comes they that are ready gogo-

in
go-

in
go-

inin with him to the marriage and the door isis shut
The wise are admitted to the marriagemariage supsup-
per Under that emblem allal the pleasures
of heaven are fully represented Here the
appetite may be cloyed with feasting there
it can not HereHero our feasts are sensual but
therethero the feast is spiritualspiritual HereElero our feasts
are of short duration but there the feast
willwil be eternal

Two ends are answered by the shutting of
the door first thetho wise are shut in with their
Lord secondly the foolish are shut out and
excluded forever Of allal things the mind
can conceive it willwil be the most distressing
to bebo shut out of heaven Professors shutshut-
out

shut-
out

shut-
outout 0O how awful I Here they mixed with
the saints enjoyed thetho means of grace and
were calledcaled holy ones In the next world
they are separated from the righteous they
havehavo no means of grace their characters
are developed and they are seized with
black despair

VIIIVIII Afterward the foolish pray to hebe adad-ad-

mitted
ad-

mitted but the Bridegroom sayssay I know you not
Helie knows who they are but they are not
approved To know in Scripture language
is to approve and not to know is to
prove Jesus willwil not acknowledgee them as
his friends They now livelve under his disap-

probation
disap-

probation
disap-

probationprobation and then this disapprobation willwill-

bo
wilwill-

bebobe publicly declared
It is clear that it willwil be too late to seek I

religion when the Bridegroom comes There
is a timetimo for allal things and now is the acac-ac-

cepted
ac-

cepted
ac-acac-

cepted time and nowhow is thetho day of salvation
Oil may bebo had now TheTho grace of God is

I

free for allall The channels of mercy are open
to allal but that grace willwilbebo withdrawn and
those channels willwil be closed up in thetho next
worldword

In the conclusion of thetho parable we are
exhorted to watch because we know not
when our Lord mayay comecomo Watch now and
you willwil bebo ready then WatchVatch now and
you willwil add prayer to your watchfulness
Watching leads to prayer and prayer to
watching These always go together and
theythoy cancart riotnot be separated Prayer willwil fillflyour vesselselB with oiloi and watchfulness willwil
keep it safe

Therj uncertainLyuncertainty of ChristsChrist's comingcoIning isi
urged anas ait reason of watchfulness and it isis-

a
is-

a
is-

aa weighty reason lIeHe may comecomo to-dayto or
it may not be for many years ButBt let us
look out for his coiningcoming andarid when hebe comes
may our lamps bebo burningbUIning bright Then allall-

will
alal-

wil
all-

willwillwil ondend wellwell Grace willwil bebo our portion onon-

earth
on-

earth
on-

earthearth and glory willwil bebo our portion in
heaven Amen

Communications
For thetho St.St Louis Christian Advocat

Sacred Music Vocal and InstrumentalInstrumental-
Its Influence

Songong and music of every kind have been
common to allal the nations of the earth It was
the medium of philosophy for centuries TheTho
bravebravo warrior hashaH marched withwih a firmer
step aridand breathed a more ardent determina-
tiontion and breasted with a higher courage thetho
danger of opposing hostshost asaH heho listenedllli-ll led to

TheTho shrill trump
ThoThe oar piercing lifefife thetie stirringspirit-stirring drum

while the wirV of UH did more to
spurel on01 the Spartans and arouse thetho spirit
ofpatriotism thanti an allal the orations that
poured forth from an hundredh un red orators SeeSec
MailersMailer's Literature ofof Ancient Greece p.p
ill Homer chanted hisimmortal songs toto-

II rig thousands aboutahout nineniloru no hundred
yearsyearN before Christ Virgil's account ofef the
Hong of J opaas rangrung ini ii my earcar longer and
delighted mono more than any equal number
of lines in thethoI Eneid Libhub i.i
But it inirir ofsacred music we arearu treating It
may notriot be known to the general reader that
thetho greater part of thethu Old Testament isiB

poetical in itsis composition Tho Psalms Job
and Proverbs IsaiahI e arearc allal inil poetry
in thethoho original Hebrew inIn which theytile were
writtenten and chantedhan ted A general classifica-
tiontion of thothe poetry of thetho Bible willwil bringbri ng it
under two heads First l SongsSong and
second Didactic poems But a more definiteLe

classification placesplaceR it under thetho following
heads 11 poetry asWi thetho Psalms those
that streamed forthf rth from the WHImwarm emotions
of thothe heart under thetho inspiration of deepest

I

devotion 2 Epic poetry asUH in Job L DiDi-Di-

dactic aasai Proverbs 4 Pastoral or01 idyl as
thethotw Canticles 5 Prophetic as Joel Isaiah

Ace SecHee 1101 GramUram
HubHob Gram AllAl these arearo

poetical and much more especially in thetho
two books ofof Samuel and parts of Exodus

I

and Deuteronomy Israel sang unto thothe
Lord at their delivery and Miriam and thetho
women sounded the and repeated thetho
first verse Ex xv 20 21 The prophets I

of SamuelsSamuel'sSamuels school used to sing 1 Sam 20

21 David both sang and played the harp
practicing dailydaiy 1 Sam 10 Such
was the importance of singing in the temple
that David appointed singers for that special
purpose 1 Chron xvixvi3787 41 And song
and music werewore so essential to the religious
service that in DavidsDavid's time there were apap-ap-

pointed
ap-

pointed
ap-apap-

pointed
I

pointed two hundred and eighty-eighteighty Levites
whose solosole duty was to sing and perform
music 1 ChronOhron 7 A singer is
named on the occasion of the removal of the
ark whose special duty was to teach song
1 Chron xvixvi22 And in the time of the
second temple there were leaders of song
Neh xiixi 24 10 At least two

hundred and fifty singers returned from the
exileexie and in the time of Amos some two
hundred years after David the Psalms were
so popular that the nobility framed secular
songs after their modelmodel Amos vivi 5 Hez-HezHez-

ekiah
Hez-

ekiah
Hez-

ekiah Ezra and Nehemiah appointed singers
as part of the Divine service The popularity
of their singing is proverbial and so affected
the pagans that they requested the JewsJewe to
sing one of their sweet songs and they rere-re-

plied
re-rere-

pliedpliedpled so touchingly How can we sing the
songs of the Lord in a strange land II PsPa

3 These songs were sung in didi-di-

visions
di-

visions
di-

visionsvisions and a singer appointed to lead each
whom were and JedJed-Jed

The instruments generally used were
cymbals flutes harps lutes and guitars The
manner of01 singing was as follows From rere-re-

motest
re-

motest
re-rere-

motest times and during the second temple
antiphonic choruses distributed among themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

them-
selvesselves the contents of the song and responded
to each other Responsive song was common
in Egypt It is probable that a
led and was responded to by the choruses
when the refrain was sung by a chorus as
e.e g.g Ps For his mercy
forever Owing to the relation of the
priesthood to the people in the Jewish econecon-econ-
omy

econ-
omyomy congregational singing was not prac-
ticed

prac-
ticed

prac-
ticed so far as we can learn At the mornmorn-morn-
ing

morn-
ing

morn-
inging and evening sacrifices on the Sabbaths
and festivals the Levites always performed
music and sang The sacrifices over the
trumpets were sounded and they began their
song accompanied by music See Lowth on
Isaiah on Psalms and Hensten-
berg'sbergsberg's die c

Christ sung psalms with the Apostles atat-
the

at-
the

at-
thethe institution of thetho supper So did PaulPaul-
and

Paul-
and

Paul-
andand Silas when imprisoned Acts xvixvi 25
Paul exhorts us to do likewise CotColCol iiiii 16

Eph v.v 19 relates that in the
second century pious families repeated the
Psalms by alternate Augustine i
and others show that in thothe Christian Church
it was congregational Thehe congregation
divided into two choirs and alternately rere-

sponded
re-rere-

sponded
re-

sponded to each other At times the prepre-
centor thetho leaderlender of the choir sung one-one
halfI and the congregation responded AuAu-Au-

gustine
Au-

gustine
Au-

gustinegustine ConfConf10 33 Epp.p H i OfOfvolvol v.v sereser
volvol iv

ItI t is because music has a greater power
over the mind holds it bound under a

stronger spell and has a more subduing inin-in-

fluence
in-

fluencefluence over thetho heart than allal other agenagon-agen-
cies

agen-
ciescies that allal nations havehavo from remotest
ages cultivated it and attributed to it the
most extraordinary power and virtue TheTh
wallswals of citiesci ties were said to be raised by the
power of Linus'Linus harp Orpheus is fabled to
have stilled thetho whole army of thetho infernal
regions by his lyre and stopped the wheels
of the stone of Sisyphus and the ragrag-rag-
ing

rag-
ing

rag-
inging thirst of Tantalus while their hearts
were so softened as to give up Euridice from
her chains Satyrs and tyers were repre-
sented

repre-
sented as moved the oaks as bending and
stones as affected by its sweetness OneOno of
thetho first effects of conversion is a new song
in our mouths Ps 4 AllAlnature rere-re-

joices
re-

joices and is represented as singing The
floodsfoods clap their hands and the deserts sing
TheTho birds of the woods and meadows the
chiming rills and murmuring brooksrooks arearc
musical in tone And sublimely
says
Theres not thetho smallest orb which thou
But like an angel in his orbit sings
StillSti to the young-eyedyoung cherubimcherubim

TheTho angelsangelH singHing around the throne joined
by thetho redeemed of earth whosewhoso upslipa are
baptized with a holier tirefirefre and they sing aa-

new
a-

newnewnow song and to show the
with which allal thetho world and allal beings caca-ca-

pable
ca-

pablepablepablo join this worshipheart-worship the morning
stars sang together and thus rolled back the
chorus of praise as the sons of the morning
shouted for joy when thetho wonderful works
of God burst upon their astonished vision
Job 7 Music sways the feelings

with an irresistible force It is a deep harhar-har-
mony

har-
mony

har-
monymony pervading allal the chords of thetho heart
and thetho feelings and putting them allal in
harmony with allal the world It awakens
and callscaIs forth more of God in man than
anything else In a vast assemblage of good
singers it is a vast volume of ambrosial dode
lights rollingroling in fullful and refreshing waves
through thetho red chords of thetho heart bathbath-bath-
ing

bath-
ing

bath-
inging them in thothe sweetness of heaven How
oftenofen with oneono single gush or fine strain of the
human voice is thetho soul subdued delighted
revived from its drooping aroused from itsisdesponding and transported to another
sphere of being and in gazing raprap-rap-
ture

rap-
turetureturo and amid the beauties the
splendors and crowning glories of thetho cobscoles-celes-
tial city Forgetting thetho sweet voices that
breathe such spells of inspiration as if the
heavenly gates had suddenly opened upon
us we arearo lifted above allal thetho thoughts and
cares of this world and ofoi a sudden arearo

in communion with themesthemus that drown
thetho thoughts of angels with songs that overover-over-

power
over-

power
over-

powerpower thetho soul with companions thetho claspclasp-clasp-

ing
casp-caspclasp-

inging of whosewhoso inseparable hands amid thetho
beatific visions of heaven willwil stir emotions
in everyovery heart and wake hallelujahs throughthrough-through-
outout thetho empire of thetho skies

And because when thetho heart is thus in
communion with thothe betterbottor world its joys
aroare nearest like those in heaven Charles
WesleyVesley breathed more of heaven into thetho
literature of earth than any man sincesinco thetho
volume of inspiration closed TheTho sweet and
refreshing drops of the heavenly lore of the

and andnd bliss ofconsoling soothingallsoothingal-soothing joy bl s

that world distilled from his heavenunc
lips as if the fullful hornhornofof heavensheaven's

benedictions had been poured upupon himhi areare-

to
are-

to
are-

toto the dispirited the cast down troubledtron led
more than is the dripping ofofteo summersummer
cloud to the oppressedheat-oppressed traveler more
than the oasis and mountain springs to the
wanderingdesert-wandering Arabrab more thanthihth the early
and latter rains to the parched e rth And
hear their tones when sung in tleth spirit and
with the understanding theembalmembalm the Wearywary
soul like a sweet perfume distilled throughthrough-through-
outout the air I havebave long noticedn iced that
to myray great astonishment Charles Wesley
catches at the spirit and soars uppintointo the
fullfulmeaning and force of Bible phrasesphases and
the SpiritsSpirit's meaning in two or thee lines
and develops it far more clearly and corncomcom-

prehensively than several pages of the most0st
labored and learned criticismci from est
commentators I regret I have not marked
some instances that I might give examples
There are some eminent examples where inin-

aa moment ofinspired feeling he caught the
fullful truth of a text as if he realized in his
own experience and person allal that the in-inin-

spired
in-

spired
in-

spired writer felt or meant I venture the
assertion that more Scripture is elucidated and
properly explained and applied in CharlesOharles WesWes-Wes-

ley's
Wes-

ley's
Wes-

ley'sleysley's hymns than in any equal portion of readread-read-

ing
read-

ing
read-

inging to be found This has been my profound
conviction for a long time

Every minister more or less appreciates
the presence of good singers in divine serser-ser-

vicevicevicesingerssingers whose music gushes from the
heartwhoseheartwhose strains are softenedwhosesoftenedwhose
tones are modulated and enriched with that
sweeter melody that can alone flowfow from the
heart moved by higher aspirations and itself

in the sweetness of songsongheartshearts
breathing a higher and holierholer lifeheartslifeheartshearts
that have drank the otof those lips
and caught the burning notes ofof that harp
that in the ruins of Jerusalem but
whose themes have been renewed in a higher
and holierholer circle WithWih such preludes to the
sermon no wonder if the minister forgetting
and trampling down under his feet allal cold
formalities and useless customs should omit
allal dry introductions that blunt the senses
and dispel interest and immediately bind the
audience to hishid lips by the irre devodevo-devo-

tion
devo-

tion
devo-

tiontion seriousness and Bible preaching neces-

sarily
neces-

sarilysarly give No wonder if at the close of
his last sentence under the fullful trance of his
inspiration the congregation breathe a solsol-sol-

emn
sol-

emn
solsol-sol-

emn amen as they in breathless silence
awake from the entrancement resolving to
livelve better do better and be more holy

But to return vocal music is the best of
allalmusic It is thothe breathing of the inner
life for a higher and holierholer communion ItIt-

is
It-

is
It-

isis the soulssoul'ssotssot's response to the outer world
telling of the joy that reigns in the pure and
holy temple otof the heart It is the echo of
that temple to the voice of GodtheGodthe deep
and sweet response to the hand divine that
touches thetho heartsheart's fine stringsthestringsthe softened
tones awakenedwakeneda as thetho Spirit of God is
breathed uponnion allal its chords callingcaling forth the
whole soul into audience and communion
with Heaven J.J

St.St Louis June 186018000o
For the St.St Louis Christian Advocate

MR EDITOR In your issueissue of the
I was pleased to see something that

was very interesting and instructive to a
student of the Bible under thetho following
caption Chronology in Two Parts But
according to thetho information I have I think
the writerwrier has made a smallsmal mistake in referrefer-refer-

ence
refer-

enceenceonce to the origin of the Baptist Church
He says it was in the year 15361530

In the Encyclopedia Americana as quoted
bybYDimmick we have the following WeWe
may date the first public acknowledgment of
the Baptists as distinct from the Anabap-
tists from their petition to ParliamentParlament in
16201020 In 16231023 they are described as carrycarry-carry-
ing

carry-
ing

carry-
inging an external appearance of holinessholness as
denying thetho doctrines of predestination propro-

bationbation etc It is probable therefore that
the Baptists of that time were GeneralGeneral BapRap

TheTho year 16331033 provides us withwih the
earliestearlest records remaining of the formation
of a particular Baptist Church in London
According to the above authority the first
Baptist church originated in 16201020

Dr Murdock in his translation of Mos-MosMos-

heim's
Mos-

heim'sheimsheim's Church History gives a more particu-
larlartar account of the matter in a note on page

volume 3 as quoted also by Dimmick
TheC TheTho first regular congregation of English
Baptists appears to have originated from
certain English Puritans who returned fromfrOIn

HollandHoland after the death of their pastor Rev
John Smith who died in 16101010 These were
thetho General or Baptists and maymay-
bo

may-
be

may-
bebebo supposed to have derived many of their
opinions from the Mennonites From this
time onward churches of General Baptists
were formed here and there in different parts
of England But in general they made norio
greatgroat figure and do not appear to have had
much connection or to have professed one
uniform faith The Particular or Calvinistic
Baptists trace their origin to a congregation
of Independents established in London inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe year 1015 This congregation having
become very largelargo and some of them differdiffer-differ-

ing
differ-

inging from thetho others on thetho subject of infant
baptism they agreed to dividedivid Those who
disbelieved in infant baptism were regularly
dismissed in 16331033 and formed into a newnownew-
church

new-
churchchurch under the RevKov John

If the authority cited bebo correct the first
Baptist Church had its commencement inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe year 16161010
I should bebo pleased to hear from the writer

alluded to in regard to this matter If I amam-
in

am-
in

am-
inin error I would like to bebo setsot right

J.J W.W COOK
Loutre Mo June 23 18601800

at a

GROWTH IN HUMILITYAnAnAn exchange says
It is worthy of remark that soon after Paul
was converted hebe declared himself unworthy
to be calledcaled an apostle As timetimo rolled on
and he in he cried out Igrew grace am
lessleBs than the least of allal saints And just
before his martyrdom when hebe had reached
the stature of a perfect man in Christ his I
exclamation was I am the chief of sinners

Old Times
We have a fondness for some old times

things and are apt to be struck with any
relict of former days we may meet Here
is one

ETIQUETTE FIVE CENTURIES AGOTheThe
following says the National is
taken from a manuscript entitled a Boke of

written five hundred years ago bebe-be-
fore

be-
fore

be-
forefore the inventioninvention of printing but preserved
in the British Museum

Pare thy bread in two the upper crust
from the under Cut the upper portion into
four quarters and set them together as if
whole CutOut the lower crust into three turn
it down and lay it before thy trencher Sit
upright nor touch bread or wine drink oror-
ale

or-
ale

or-
aleale until thy mess of meat be offered thee
lest men say thou art a glutton Keep thy
nails clean lest thy neighbor be disgusted

Bite not thy bread and lay it down
That is no to use in town
But break as much as thou wiltwit eatcat
The remnant for the poor thou letlot

games
EatatEat in peace and avoid and

Let never thy cheek be made too greatgroat
With morsel of bread that thou eat
An apesape's mouth men say he makes
That bread and fleshfesh in his cheek bakes

DoDo not laugh or speak with thy mouthmout-
hfulfullful nor sup thy pottage noisily Let not
thy spoon stand in thy dish nor lay on thyth
dish side but cleanse it SoilSoinot the clothclot
with thy fingers Wipe thy mouth ereore drinkdrink-
ing CallCalnot for a dish that has been taken
from the board Spit not on j the board nor
play with thy dog

From the direction relative to cleaning
the nose at table it seems pocketchiefs and napkins were not in fashion as
the diner is directed to wipe his fingers in
his tippet or his skirt

Cleanse not thy teeth at sittingmeet-sitting
With knife or straw stick nor wand
WhilstWhist thou hold meet in thy mouth beware
To drink that is cheer
And also physic forbids it
And says thouth m may be choked by that bit
If it go thy throat into
And stop thy wind thou art

DontDon't telltel scandalous tales at table
dontdon't stroke the cat Avoid fouling the
board with thy knife Blow not thy meat
nor eat with thy knife Wipe not thy teeth
with the broad cloth Lean not on thine
elbow nor dip thy thumb into thy drink
Dip not thy fish or meatmoat into the saltcellar
Spit not in the basin where thou
after meat nor spit like a vagabond at
any time

The next we present refers to ladies of
no particular age and expresses some of
thetho feelingselings that inspired the maiden hearts

The following petition signed by sixteen I
maids of Charleston was presented to the
Governor of that province on March 1
1733
To His Excellency Gov Johnson

The humble petition of allal maidsmaidi whose
names are underwritten

Whereas we the humble petitioners are
at present in a very melancholymelan holy disposition
of mind considering how allal the bachelors
are captivated by widows and our youthful
charms thereby neglected the consequence
of this our request is that your Excellency
willTrillwl for thetho future order that no widow Shall
for the future presume to marry any young
man tilltl the maids are provided for or else
pay each of themthorn au fine for satisfaction for
invading our liberties and likewise a finefine-
to

fine-
toto be laid on allal such bachelors as shall be
married to widows The great disadvantage
it is to us old maids is that the widows by
their forward carriages do snap up the
young men and have the vanity to think
their merits beyond ours which is a great
imposition on us who have the preference

This is humbly recommended to your ExEx-Ex-
cellency's

Ex-
cellency's consideration and hope you willwilprevent any further insults

And we poor maids as duty bound willwill-
ever wilwill-
everever pray

P.P S.S I being the oldest maid and therethere-there-
by

there-
by

there-
byby most concerned do think it proper to bebe-

the
be-

the
be-

thethe messenger to your Excellency in behalf
of my fellow

And finally we present one in reference
to a fever that doth stillstil mightily prevail
Read it

YE LAZIE FEVRETheThe following taken
from an old book entitled The Breviary of
Health by Andrew Boorde DocDocDoc-
toure an Englishman anno 1557

AA CureCre for ye Lazie FevreTheThe
chapitre dothe showe of an Fevre ye

dothe much cumbre younge persons
named Ye Fevre Burden or Lazie Fevre

Among allal ye I had almost forgot
ye Fevre burden with which many younge
men younge women and other
younge persons bebo sore infected nowaThe Cause of the ThisThis fevre
doth cumcurn naturally or else by and
slothful upp If it doe cum by
nature then is this fevre not to be cured
for it can never out of ye fleshe that is bredbred-
inin ye bone If it be by
upp it may be by diligent labor

Ye ThereThere is nothing for the
Fevre Burden as is
that is to sai take a of of a
yard of length or more and let it bee so
grate as a mansman's fynger and with it
ye back and shoulders wellwel morning and
evenings and thys doe twenty-onetwenty days If
this wyl not bebo in that tymotyme
let them beware of thethoon gal-gal
leweslowes

Nota BeneAndAnd they do take
thys medicine seeseo you put no wortluber-wort in
thyr pottage

WHATVIAT is IT TheThe Kingdom of thetho Two
now properly calledcaled the Kingdom of

Naples has an area nearly the size of the
State of New York and a population of
about The Continental portion
contains about square milesmies and the
Island of Sicily has an area ofo square
milesmies The Island is thothe finest and most
important of the Mediterranean as iti is
larger in extent than Massachusetts and
Rhode Island combined and the population
is about equal in numbers to that of the six
New England States TheTho city of Palermo
is about the same rank in population with
Boston

A clergyman was dining in a room at an
hotel where a couple of ignoramuses were
disputing about certain doctrines of the
Bible As they became quite animated and
raised their voices they started a dog who
had been quietly lying by the firefre and who
began to bark Upon which the clergyman
turning upon him said Stop your mouth
you silly brute you know no more about
the subject than they do

A SIMPLE BULBToTo ascertain the length
of the day or night at any time of the year
double the time of thothe sunssun's rising which
gives you thetho length of the night and doudou-dou-
ble

dou-
blebleblo the time of its setting which gives the
length of the day

1

TheTho hardest thing to hold ininthethetho worldword isis-

an
is-

an
I

an unruly tongue ItIbeats a hot fatironflatiron
I

horseor a kicking considerably

Miscellaneous
THE UNIVERSAL IfMETAMORPHOSISIf a

wafer be laid on a surface of polished metal
which is then breathed upon and if when
the moisture of the breath has evaporated
the wafer be shaken offof we shall find that
the whole polished surface is not as it was
before although our senses can detect no
difference for if we breathe again upon it
the surface willwil be moist everywhere except
on the spot previously sheltered by the
wafer which willwil now appear as a spectral
image on the surface Again and again we
breathe and the moisture evaporates but
stillstil the spectral wafer reappears This exex-ex-
periment

ex-
periment succeeds after a lapse of many
months if the metal be carefully put aside
where its surface can not be disturbed If a
sheet of paper on which a key has been laid
be exposed for some minutes to the sunshine
and then instantaneously viewed in the
dark the key being removed a fading specspec-spec-
tre

spec-
tretretro of the key willwil be visible Let this paper
be put aside for many months where nothnoth-noth-
ing

noth-
ing

noth-
inging can disturb it and then in darkness be
laid on a plate of hot metalthemetalthe spectre of
the key willwil again appear In the case of
bodies more highly phosphorescent than
paper the spectres of many different objects
whichwh ch may have been laid on it in succes-
sion

succes-
sion

succes-
sionsion willwil on warming emerge in their
proper order This is equally true of our
bodies and our minds WeWeareare involved inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe universal metamorphosis Nothing
leaves us wholly as it found us Every man
we meet every book we read every picture
of landscape we see every word of tone we
hear mingles with our being and modifies it
There are cases on record of ignorant
women in states of insanity uttering Greek
and Hebrew phrases which in past years
they have heard their masters utter without
of course comprehending them These
tones had long been forgotten the traces
were so faint that under ordinary condicondi-condi-
tions

condi-
tions

condi-
tions they were invisible but these traces
were there and in the intense light of cerecorecere-
bral

cere-
bralbralbra excitement they started into promprom-prom-
inence

prom-
inence

prom-
inence just as the spectral image of the key
started into light on the application of heat
It is thus with allal the influences to which wewe-

are
we-

are
we-

areare subjectedCornhillCornhill Magazine

DEATH-BEDDEATH SCENESTheThe richlich Cardinal
Beauford said And must I die WillWilnot
allal my riches save me 1 I could purchase
the kingdom if that would prolong my life
Alas I there is no bribing death I

An English nobleman said II have a
splendid passage to the grave I die in state
and languish under a gilded canopy I am
expiring on soft and downy pillows and am rere-re-

spectably
re-

spectably
re-rere-

spectably attended to by my servants and
physicians my dependents sigh my sisters
weep my father bends beneath a load of
grief and years my lovely wife pale and sisi-si-

lent
si-sisi-

lentlent conceals her inmost anguish my friendfiendwho was as my own soul suppresses his
sighs and leaves me to hide his secret grief
But ohohI which of them willwilbailbai me from the
arrest of death Who can descend into the
dark prison of the grave with me Here
they allal leave me after having paid a few
idle ceremonies to the breathless clay which
may liele reposed in state while my soulsmysoulmy
only conscious partpartmaymay stand trembling
before my Judge

The celebrated Talleyrand on his deathdeath-death-
bed

death-
bed

death-
bedbed was visited by Louis Philippe King of
the French How do you feel said the
King The answer was Sire I am suffersuffer-suffer-
ing

suffer-
inging the pangs of the damned

Sir Thomas Scott said Until this momo-mo-
ment

mo-
ment

mo-mo
mentmerit I believed there was neither a God
nor a hellhel Now I know and feel that there
are both and I am doomed to perdition byby-
the

by-
the

by-
thethe just judgment of the Almighty

A rich man when dying was informed by
his physician that he should prepare for the
worst Can not I livelve for a week No
said the doctor you willwil probably continue
but a little while Say not so said the
dying man II willwil give you a hundred
thousand dollars if you willwil prolong my life
three days but in less than an hour he was
dead

ANOTHER MORTARA CASECASEBUTBUT WORSE
The New York TribunesTribune's correspondent
says A case similar to that of the young
boy Mortara has recently come to light It
appears that a wealthy man of Terracina oror-

its
or-

its
or-

itsits neighborhood upon his death left propprop-prop-
erty

prop-
erty

prop-
ertyerty to a sonsonson-aa sickly boy of eleven years
of awithageewithe-withwith a provision that if the child
died before he came of age the inheritance
should be given to the Municipal GovernGovern-
mentmont The property was so large that the
authorities planned and were suspected of
planning the death of the child To escape
this danger the mother removed to Rome
thinking very naturally that there under
the very eye of the Holy Father the widow
and the fatherless might meet with that propro-pro-
tection

pro-
tection

pro-
tection which was denied them in their
native city But here a new danger awaited
her In one case the boy was to be got rid
of as surely as in the other but in a manner
very reputable and less vulgar and shocking
than by the use of the knife or poison The
Church with an experience of several cenconcen-

turiestunestudes can bring appliances for accomplishaccomplish-
ing itsit ends of order thaning a more elegant any
Italian city can be expected to produce inimin-in

If the boy could be made a memmommem-
ber

mem-
berber of anyanyoneone of these orders of men who
have so fully renounced the world in giving
away allal their money and devoting their
lives to the chanting of masses and parading
in processions he would be as good as dead
so far as the property was concerned and
another member would be added to one of
those worthy fraternities This would be
much better than putting him to death outout-out-
right

out-
right

out-
rightright and besides could be done with such
perfect ease It was only necessary to bribe
the boysboy's tutor to entice him from the house
and from the arms of his mother under the
pretence of taking a walk and enter him
with allal the necessary formality of signing
papers and taking the oath to which the
simple-mindedsimple boy could be forced or inin-in-

duced
in-

duced
in-

duced by threats or promises into the Order
of the Jesuits and allal the accumulated
wealth of the boysboy's ancestors would belong
to them This they accordingly did and
the boy was taken out to walk by his treach-
erous

treach-
erous

treach-
erouserous tutor and by some means or other
not known to the uninitiated made a young
Jesuit The mother was of course frantic
at the prolonged absence of her child and
after by a search of two days she had
learned his whereabouts she made the most
earnest application for his release and promprom-prom-
ised

prom-
ised

prom-
ised that shefhe would permit a priest to be his
private instructorwhichinstructorwhich she had before rere-re-

fused
re-re

fusedfusedifif her boy could be permitted to go
home with her The Cardinal howhow-how-
ever

how-
ever

how-
everever to whom she applied is a great friend
of the JesuitsJesuis and of course refused her rere-re-re
quest He told her a step had been taken
which could never be revoked that the child
had been dedicated to the service of the
Lord and doubtless rebuked thetho poor wowo-wo-

man
wo-

man
wo-wowo-

manman for beingboing so overcome by such a selfish
maternal affection I At allal events her case
is a hopeless one for there is no law here
higher than that which justifies the
tice

You had better be a poor man and a rich
Christian than a rich man and a poor ChrisChris-
tian You had better do anything bear
anything and be anything rather than be a
dwarfin grace

LORD SHAFTESBURY This renowned
British statesman and philanthropist isithi as
daguerreotyped by Richard C.C McCormick
in his new volume of European
entitled StSt.St PaulsPaul's to St.St Sophia 9

No organization of allal the wellwel managed
philanthropic enterprises of the day is more
efficient than the RaggedBagged School Union
At its head is that sterling nobleman and
Christian the Earl of Shaftesbury who
amid allal the cares and perplexities of exalted
public position and popularity has been
neither too proud nor too busy to listen to
the cry of the needy and suffering nor in
any wise to neglect the serviceserice of HimRim whose
commands are infinitely above those of kings
and princes It is not in my power to enuenu-enu-
merate

enu-
merate

enu-
meratemerate allal thetho excellent societies in which
this truly remarkable and yet always01ways humble
man is interested and the interests of which
he does much to advance I have been told
there is scarcely a day in the year that hebe
does not give more or less time to earnest
and often enthusiastic labor in their behalf
He is unquestionably theth-th foremostt philanphilan-philan-
thropist

philan-
thropist hian-hianof his age and country and there
can be no higher compliment than the worldworld-world-
wide

world-
wide

world-
widewide recognition of the fact
ItIt has been my privilege to enjoy several

interviews with his lordship and to find himhim-
anan acute observer of men and things a sagasaga-saga-
cious

saga-
ciousciousdons and persevering reformer and a warm
friendfiend of America and the Americans AtAt-
the

At-
the

At-
thethe annual meeting of the Protestant AlliAlli-Alli-
ance AliAli-Ali-
ance

Alli-
anceance of which he is President I was solidsolid-solici-
tedted to speak for the new world in place of
my absent and venerated friendfrend Dr Baird
and shall ever gratefully remember the excx-ex-

ceedingly cordial welcome and introduction
of his lordship t

Lord Shaftesbury is the son-in-lawson ofofLord Palmerston and was tilltilwithin a few
years past known as Lord Ashley His perper-per-
sonal

per-
sonal

per-
sonal appearance is dignified and noble A
pleasant smilesmie ever glistens upon his cheek
His voice is smooth and distinct and though
not distinguished for oratorical perfection
he possesses the happy faculty of being ready
to speak and to speak to the point at the
shortest notice but his speechess are never
protracted or tedious In the House of
Lords his course has always been straightstraight-straight-
forward

straightstraight-
forwardforward and fearless While less brilliantbriliant in
debate than many of his associates his amiaamia-amia-
ble

amia-
ble

amia-
bleble and sincere disposition his consistent
and constant opposition to the wrong and
his general good sense have combined to
secure him great influence and esteem In
his religious views he is apparently above
sectarian prejudice and mingles as freely
with and is as greatly esteemed by the DisDis-Dis-
senters

Dis-
senterssenters as the Churchmen No public man
was ever more widely beloved or more
worthily

Precious Fragments
WHAT GOD HATH PREPARED

O0 blessed condition I to have rest on
every side fullness of grace perfection of
peace to be free from all fears to be lodged
in the bosom and locked in the embrace of
God to eternity to be in the haven in our
FathersFather's house O0 my soul it is a heaven
to hope it what then is it to have it

THE MORNING OFOP JOY
Blessed are those tears which so merciful

a hand wipes off TheresThere's no wilderness but
shall end in Canaan no water but shall be
turned into wine no lionslion's carcasecarease but shall
be a hive of honey O0 fainting soul trusttrust-
inin this mercy O0 beg that since there is an
infinite fullness in the gift and a freeness inin-

the
in-

thethe giver there be a joyful trust in the rere-re
EVEN SO COME

The soul of the believer is never gotten
near enough till it be in the arms in the
bosom of Jesus It saith not as Peter of
his tabernacles Lord let there be one forfor-
me

for-
meme and another for thee but Let us both
be together in one It is ever night with
one who loves Christ till the sun of his prosprespres-
enceonceence be arising

THETHE MUNITIONS OF ROCKS

Be thou O0 Lord within me to strengthen
me without me to watch me over me to
cover me under me to hold me up before
me to lead me behind me to bring me back
round to keep off mine enemies on
every side

OUR SABBATHS

Through the week we go down into the
valleys of care and shadow Our Sabbaths
should be hills of light and joy in GodsGod's prespres-pres-
enceonceence and so as time rolls by we shall go
from topmountain to topmountain till at
last we catch the glory of the gate and enen-en-

ter
en-

terter in to go no more out forever

A CONSCIENTIOUS Some
weeks since says a missionary at Aleppo
during service on the Sabbath a
was seen to enter the chapel Looking
round for a suitable place he turned round
towards Mecca and went through his devodevo-devo-
tions

devo-
tions with all the genuflections and prostra-
tions in due manner and form He could
not have done it by the way in any other
than a Protestant Church for others are
polluted by pictures After he had finished
his prayers he sat down and listened to the
sermon but before he had finished wishing
to leave he got up and in a loud voice rere-

peated
re-re

pouted the profession of faith in
Arabic and then went out Of course the
service was much disturbed and the brothbrethbreth-
renronren wished to complain to the government
but thetho preacher said Leave him to me
The next day therefore finding him in the
market he accosted and demanded the rcarearea-
sonson of such an outcry and what his words
meantI1 do not know what they mean

Well why did you say them
Why I thought I might be asked at the

Judgment what I was there for and now I
could say I performed my prayers and propro-
fessed to them the true faith

Would that all Christians were as careful
about the places where they are found
Journal of Missions

A VERSIFIED PARAPHRASE or THE LORDSLORD'S
PRAYERThOThe following paraphrase of the
LordsLord's Prayer has been set to music in EngEng-Eng-
landland and meets with great acceptance It is
the best we have seen in any languagelanguage-
there is nothing wanting and nothing rere-

dundant
re-rere-

dundant
Our Heavenly Father hear our prayer
Thy name be hallowed everywhere
Thy kingdom come thy perfect willwill-
In

will-
InIn earth as heaven let all fulfill
Give this daysday's bread that we may live
Forgive our sins as we forgive
Help us temptation to withstand
From evil shield us by thy hand
Now and forever unto thee
Thy kingdom power and glory be

Amen
1

PRUSSIAAA comparison of the ecclesiasecclesias-
tical statistics of Prussia from 1849 to 1856
establishes thetho fact that thetho increase of ProtProt-Prot-
estants

Prot-
estants during this period has been considconsid-consid-
erably

consid-
erably larger than that of Roman Catholics
The number of Protestants has increased
from to or about 8

per cent that of Roman Catholics from 6
to which is less than 8 per

cent In 1849 there were for every 1000
Protestants Roman Catholics in 1858
only


